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In celebration of World AIDS Day 
(December 1), BMO Financial Group, 
Streetohome Foundation and McLaren 
Housing Society gathered to unveil 
the new BMO Garden at 1249 Howe 
Street. BMO contributed $1 million to 
Streetohome for the Howe Street project, 
and we worked with McLaren Housing to 
name the garden at their new building in 
honour of this generous gift.

Two residents, Stephan and Sherry, gave 
tours of the building and their units. 
They both spoke earnestly about how 
much it meant to be able to live in their 
own homes, outside of the Downtown 
Eastside, and with access to strong 
support services. After living at Howe 
Street for a few months, Stephan and 
Sherry are both feeling healthier and 
thankful for the chance to live in such 
a compassionate, community-focused 
building.

1249 Howe Street is one of eight city 
sites developed in partnership with 
BC Housing, the City of Vancouver, 
Streetohome, and a number of service 
providers. Together, they provide over 950 
units of supportive housing in Vancouver. 
Tenants began moving into the building 
in August 2013, and Howe Street is now 
home to 110 formerly homeless or at risk 
residents living with HIV/AIDS. An official 
opening for the building will take place in 
2014.

Streetohome’s contribution to this 
exciting project was made possible in 
part because of BMO Financial Group’s 
generous gift. “BMO is a strong supporter 
of Streetohome and our work to solve 
homeless in Vancouver,” said Rob 
Turnbull, Streetohome President & CEO. 
“We are pleased to be able to partner with 
BMO to provide permanent, supportive, 
healthy homes for people living with    
HIV/AIDS”. 

Safe, stable housing is extremely 
important in ensuring good health for 
people living with HIV/AIDS. Medication 
management and access to regular 
nutritious meals is nearly impossible when 
homeless. Without having the constant 
worry about finding a roof over their head, 
residents at Howe Street can now focus 
their attention on improving their health 
and well-being. 

McLaren Housing provides a variety of 
support services in-house at Howe Street. 
Programs include health management 
and wellness, life skills, food and 
nutrition, housekeeping and budgeting. 
There are also links to case managers, 
education and employment programs. 

View more photos from the unveiling 
and learn more about BMO’s gift to 
Streetohome - www.streetohome.org/
news-events/photo-galleries/2013/dec-
01/bmo-garden-unveiling.

BMO Garden Unveiling: A Generous Gift 
Gives Health to Residents with HIV/AIDS
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From left to right: Residents: Stephan and Sherry; from BMO Bank of Montreal: Joanne Gassman, 
Brian Aasen and Mark Stafford and from Streetohome: Rob Turnbull

http://streetohome.org/news-events/photo-galleries/2013/dec-01/bmo-garden-unveiling
http://streetohome.org/news-events/photo-galleries/2013/dec-01/bmo-garden-unveiling
http://streetohome.org/news-events/photo-galleries/2013/dec-01/bmo-garden-unveiling
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Partner Spotlight: McLaren Housing
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In November 2012, Streetohome and our partners (the City of 
Vancouver, Province of BC, Sanford Housing Society and MPA 
Society) celebrated the opening of Sanford Apartments at 7th 
Avenue and Fir Street in Vancouver. The building provides 62 
units of supportive housing for people living with mental illness. 

Support services available to tenants include: life skills training, 
meal planning, cooking, budgeting and finances, home 
management, vocational training/access to volunteer programs, 
recreation, health and fitness , advocacy and legal services, 
referrals for mental health and addictions treatment, and a 
medication support program. 

Sanford Apartments is also home to MPA Society’s Community 
Resource Centre that provides additional services to residents in 
the building as well as those living in the surrounding community. 
The new space includes a kitchen, dining room, social lounges, 
multipurpose rooms, library, computer facilities and an arts 
room.

Overall, the building, staff and residents have seen great success 
in the first year of operations. 98% of tenants who moved in 
have remained securely housed and 97% feel hopeful and 
supported in achieving their goals for the future. Several tenants 
have contributed personal stories in the monthly newsletter - 
The Sanford Times. Tenants describe how their well-being has 
improved dramatically since calling the building ‘home’.  

Sanford Apartments: One Year Later

Artist and Sanford Apartments resident Adeline with one of her paintings. 
Adeline paints daily in the art room and writes for the Sanford Times

The McLaren Housing Society of British Columbia is a non-profit 
organization that provides safe, affordable housing to men, women and 
families who live with HIV/AIDS, are in financial need and yet are able to 
live independently.

Founded in 1987, the Society developed out of the original Housing 
Committee of AIDS Vancouver and is named after Ted McLaren, who was 
one of Vancouver’s leading advocates for affordable housing for persons 
with AIDS. McLaren Housing’s first project – McLaren House – offered five 
bedrooms and communal living in a supportive environment. It was the 
first project of its kind in Canada. McLaren House later closed in 1993, and 
was replaced by a rent subsidy program. The society now manages more 
than 90 rent subsidies, 30 subsidized housing units and buildings including 
Helmcken House (opened in 1991) and 1249 Howe Street (opened in 
2013).

Streetohome Foundation has partnered with McLaren Housing on two 
projects – providing one year of bridge funding for their Portable Rent 
Subsidy Program and as a funder of 1249 Howe Street (also in partnership 
with the Province of BC and City of Vancouver). The Howe Street building 
now offers 110 units for people who were formerly homeless or at risk of 
homelessness and living with HIV/AIDS. 

Learn more about this great organization providing stable, supportive 
housing for people in need - www.mclarenhousing.org.

http://www.mclarenhousing.org
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A Message from Rob Turnbull
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This November, I travelled to Ottawa for the inaugural National 
Conference on Ending Homelessness in Canada. There was a 
great turnout of people all looking for new insights and ideas 
on how to solve homelessness in their own communities. It 
was inspiring to learn about the energy, passion and promising 
practices going on all across the country. Vancouver Mayor 
Gregor Robertson was a keynote speaker, and the work we are 
all doing here in Vancouver to solve homelessness was held up 
as exemplary.

After the conference, The Bloom Group hosted a shared 
learnings event for stakeholders in Vancouver to talk about 
what they thought were the most valuable takeaways from 
their sessions. This debrief was a helpful way to review 
successful models in other jurisdictions that may be adaptable 
to Vancouver. Themes that emerged from the event included: 
standardizing assessment of client need to better align homeless 
individuals with housing and supports; improving data and the 
measurement of housing stability outcomes; and exploring new 
models of working together to plan and coordinate supportive 
housing. 

If you would like to learn more about efforts to end 
homelessness across the country, many of the conference 
presentations can be found on the Canadian Alliance to End 
Homelessness website www.caeh.ca/conference-2014/caeh13. 
Next year’s conference will be taking place in Vancouver in 
October 2014. 

I would also like to take a moment to thank our Donor & Project 
Relations Co-ordinator, Jenna Wray, for all her hard work at 
Streetohome Foundation over the last three years. Jenna is 
leaving Streetohome to go work at the City of Burnaby for their 
2014 election. We extend best wishes to Jenna as she embarks 
on her new adventures.

Rob Turnbull, President & CEO
Streetohome Foundation

From L-R: Streetohome Board Members John McLernon and Lloyd Craig, 
and staff Jenna Wray, Lindsay Yuasa and Rob Turnbull

For Homelessness Action Week 2013, Streetohome 
interviewed people who have received housing support and 
advocacy, to find out why having a stable home makes such 
a difference in each of their lives.

From a single mom looking for a better life for her family, to 
a person living with mental illness finding hope for the future, 
“A Home for Everyone” shared the stories of how stable, 
supportive housing has affected the lives of people who were 
previously homeless or at risk of homelessness. 

If you missed this insightful series, you can read it on the 
Streetohome website - www.streetohome.org/news-events/
a-home-for-everyone. 

A Home For Everyone 
Story Series

Happy Holidays from 
Streetohome!
The Streetohome staff and Board wish you and yours a 
happy holiday season!

Our offices will be closed on December 24, 2013 and reopen 
January 2, 2014. If you need assistance during this time, 
email Lindsay Yuasa at lindsayy@streetohome.org. 

If you are sending in a donation to Streetohome during our 
office closure, please ensure the cheque is dated on or 
before December 31, 2013 to receive a 2013 tax receipt.

www.caeh.ca/conference-2014/caeh13
http://streetohome.org/news-events/a-home-for-everyone
http://streetohome.org/news-events/a-home-for-everyone
mailto:lindsayy%40streetohome.org?subject=
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Streetohome Foundation is a 
community organization working to 
ensure that all citizens of Vancouver 
have access to safe, decent, 
affordable housing. 

We bring together business, 
government and community leaders 
to build resources and develop 
lasting solutions to homelessness. 

Be part of the solution.

about streetohome
contact: 
Suite 103, 525 Seymour Street
Vancouver BC, V6B 3H7

T 604.629.2711 F 604.609.2712
E info@streetohome.org 

find us on:

2013 has been a great year for Streetohome Foundation. In August 
we celebrated the opening of Atira’s Container Housing, the first 
social housing project of its kind in Canada.  We have also made 
great progress on our City Site projects, with two new construction 
celebrations and construction completed at two more buildings.  

Next year will also be busy, with construction completion at four 
more City Sites – 1134 Burrard, 111 Princess, 2465 Fraser and the 
Budzey Building (220 Princess). We will also begin fundraising for 
a number of exciting innovative projects including the following 
three (pictured from left to right above):

Co:HERE Housing
A collaboration between Salsbury Community Society and 
Granview Calvary Baptist Church, involves faith-based 
organizations providing supportive housing for homeless people in 
their own community. The development will provide twenty units of 
housing for people who are homeless and six units of housing for 
community members who will become co-residents. Co-residents 
will provide support to the other tenants as community service to 
ensure that they remain stably housed.

41 East Hastings
An innovative mixed income housing model spearheaded by Atira 
Women’s Resource Society, 41 East Hastings will provide fifty-
two new units of supportive housing for women and women-led 
couples. The development includes an additional 117 units that 
will be made available to tenants of higher income levels.

Bridge Housing
Atira Women’s Resource Society is renovating the top floor of 
Bridge Housing to accommodate the development of eight units 
of palliative care. These new homes will provide housing and 
end of life support for women that are homeless or at risk of 
homelessness. 

                 

We have several other projects under consideration and invite 
additional grant requests that meet our funding criteria. Please 
contact info@streetohome.org for a Streetohome Foundation 
Grant Request Form.   

Making Progress: What’s Next for Streetohome
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mailto:info%40streetohome.org?subject=
mailto:info%40streetohome.org?subject=Streetohome%20Funding%20Request%20Form
https://www.facebook.com/Streetohome
http://twitter.com/Streetohome
https://twitter.com/streetohome
http://streetohome.org/about-streetohome/blog

